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The degree of pollution as related to 558 shoreline samples taken
during the summer was also reported. At the outset, one should
realize that the interpretation of such results requires con-
siderable knowledge of the natural streaming of currents in the
lake, seasonal thermocline changes, the effects of recent heavy
rainfall which would increase the surface runoff as well as the
state of cccupanc.y of the cottages on the nearby shoreline. Tle
gross results indicate that in over 50% of the samples taken,
there was no evidence of coliform or fecal coliform contamination.
Thus, this water is perfectly safe for drinking and swimming.

In 40% of cases there was fecal contamination in the range of 1
to 20. This is absolute evidence of pollution from human sources
and precautions should be taken before using this water for drink-
ing or b-othing. However, these figures are general and »rovide
only an indic-:tion that, in fact, the lake is being polluted in
places by runoff from the cottiges. It is hoped the final report
will heln us 2in »oint the arens where special attention is re-
quired. Drinking water was sampled in 77 cottages and found to
be satisfactory in 40% of those samples. The remaining 60% have
been notified in writing by the department so that aprropriate
measures may be taken.

From a practical standpoint, what should you be doing at your
cottage:--

(1) Check the present status of pollution at your cottage by writ-
ing lir. Balfour's department. If your cottage is in the Public
Health Nuisance Group due to the fact that your sink wastes run ..
off into the ground under the cottage, you could improve this by
building a suitably located leaching pit and conducting all wastes
to it. The other alternative, of course, is to put all wastes
through the septic tank. However, some septic tanks are not able
to hold the large volume which is sometimes generated by many
weekend visitors and, therefore, the sentic tank might overflow
and convert your cottage from a Public Health Nuisance to a

Direct Polluter. Therefore, before connecting any systems to

the septic tank, you should check its capacity and perhaps seek
advice from the Department of the Ontario water lesources
Sommission. Fluorescent dyes are available to check the imper-
meability of your septic tank if this is doubtful.

(2) Sample your tap water if you have a well, or sample the lake
area from which you draw your water. water sampling bottles are
available at several noints on the lake including the Four Loons
and Ted Carr's. Jack Dempsey and I have further supolies if needed.
The interpretation of your water sample is clearly outlined in
the pamphlets which come with the bottle; however, a few words
to amplify -- If your drinking water contains no coliforms and
no fecal coliforms, it is perfectly safe to drink. Iowever,

if it contains fecal coliforis of 1-4, it is polluted and should
not be drunk. The total coliform count indicates pollution of
older and sometimes animal origin. Thers are several ways of
purifying the water which includes boiling, the use of Javel
water, or the Fresh Water kits which arec supplied by the Ontario
Department of Health. In sampling the water in your swimming
area, remember not to handle the bottle any more than necessary
since bacteria from your hands could be washed into the bottle.
The technique of samplipg is to use a forward sweeping motion
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to minimize this complication. A handy "dip-stick® can be made
from a coat hanger. Algae are commonly seen on the shoreline

in clear water during summer months. However, if the stones on
the floor of the lake are also covered with a fluffy brown algae,
the water may be contaminated and you should take samples. There
are other sources of contamination besides the coliforms and
these will be subject of anotiier communication. Should your
swimming area have some contamination (1-20 coliforms/100 ml.),
it is probably safe enough to swim in except for the "dog days"™
or after a heavy rainstorm. However, should you inadvertently
swallow some of this water, one could take advantage of the
bacteriocidal effects of alcohol and thus a gin and tonic or
scotgh on the rocks may be necessary for medicinal nurposes after
2 swim.

Fred Inglis
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CANOE TRI? TO CLEAR LAKE by Peter Betts

The request for interesting trins leads ne to think of Clear
Lake which is some four or five miles north of the dam at the
north end of the lake. The trip to Clear Lake generally starts
as a canoe trin down the Little Mississippl River from the dam
and under the wooden tridge about one-half mile downstream.
Following the river downstream you pass Noisy Lake on your right,
so called because you can hear it although you cannot see it.
There is a waterfall in the stream out of Noisy Lake and this can
be heard from the river as you are paddling downstream. Shortly,
thereafter, the river widens and you will experience some diffi-
culty in crossing an extensive marsh of wild rice. Further down-
stream you will come to what is known as the Devil's Portage.
It is so called because it is a strenuous if short carry. My
experience is that it is quite impassable on the right side and
the trail on the left side is steep and arduous. If there is
enough water in the river, it is far better to lead the empty
canoe down the rapids even if in the process you get soaked and
have to lift it over a few rocks. It generally takes about an
hour fros: the dar to reach the base of the rapids at the Devil's
Portage. Incinont-1ly, it has always ., cen my view that the
ordinance map incorrectly indicates this as Paddy's Rapids.
Paddy's Rapids is about one-half hour paddle downstream and is
impossible to miss because at this point an old lumber road
crosses by way of a wooden bridge.

It is at this point that we sometimes abandon the canoes and
proceed by foot because the portage into Clear Lake takes about
an hour and is largely up hill. You will have to be in good
shape to carry a canoe in, although, as will be explained later,
it is most rewarding if you do.

From Paddy's Rapids the trail takes off to your right and is

quite easily followed to a deesr hunting camp in a megdow which

is roughtly the half way spot. Beyond the meadow the trail leads
upwards over a substantial rise in ground and it is quite a climb.
Soon after crossing the ridge you will come to Clear Lake.
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Clear Lake is a beautiful lake so called because of the

quality of its water which is blue green in colour. The for-
mation around the lake is rocky and the lake itself provices
excellent lake trout fishing. The fish tend to be 2 uniform
size of from two to three pounds. They are fat as butter and in
great shape. There usually is a boat or two on Clear Lake,
although there is a trail around the lake on the south side.

If you use one of the boats follow the south shore past Cleve-
land Caverly's camp on the high rock and past the other deer
hunting camp to a point roughtly two-thirds of the way to the
east end of the lake. Then portage due east about 500 yards
around 2 small lake (not much more than a pond), noted for the
presence of friendly and quite harmless small black bears, to
Crystall Lake. The last 100 yards or so are up a sheer rock
face and if it gets too much bear slightly to the left. The
going 1is easler that way.

Crystall Lake is a beautiful little lake and from the top of
the ridge which you have Just crossed, you will see one of the
most spectacular views in the whole area. Looking out over
orystall Lake from the high ground to the north is something
like the Canadian Rockies in miniature. From time to time,
there is 2 boat on Crystall Lake but it is better not to count
on it, and if you have a canoe it is an easy paddle to the far
end of the lake and an obv1ous vortage to the Chounard Lake
(pronounced 3weener).

If you have had enough travel by the time you reach Crystall
Lake, there are all sorts of camp sites available - my favourite
being the little island directly below vou as you view the lake
from the ridge on the north shore.

The return trip can be done in one day but there is not much
time left for anything else. It is really far better to make

it an overnight trip. We usually count on taking three hours

to reach Clear Lake and a further hour to reach Crystall
although when pressed I have done it in considerably less time.
For the return trip up the Little Mississi»npi against the stream,
a small outboard motor on the back of the canoce is a great asset
since by that time everyone tends to be complaining of aching
muscles.

Tre trip is great fun and most rewarding. The only other bit
of advice, I might give, is to take along a map and a compass.
It is surprisingly easy to get lost in Summer-- particularly
between Clear Lake and Crystall Lake even though the distance
is very short.

Peter Betts

FIREWOKS!

If you vlan on taking firecrackers to the Lake on Victoria Day
week-end, please use with extreme caution. If the bush is dry,
a fire could be started very easily. Ted Carr explains that
fires have been started in the past this way but, fortuntately,
have been spotted immediately -- but could have proven
disastrous.
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PLACES TO SEE AT THE LAKE

THE 2T HOLES

by John Stull

By referesnce to the Association Map, it will be seen that the

Pot Holes are located on the West shore of Otter Lake between
Camps No. 23 and 25. There are five of these holes on top of

the huge rock promontory, that according to legend was a lookout
for the Masawauga Indian Tribe. From this vantage point, the
Masawaugas could see any War Canoes coming into Otter Lake through
the narrows.

It is generally believed that the Indians ground corn in these
holes, which is »nrobably true, because one of them is nearly
round and is thirty inches deep. It is estimated that it would
have taken from 200 to 300 years to have worn a hole to this
depth in solid granite by grinding corn in it. There ure some
who believe that these holes are the result of some natural
phenomena, but they are not able to explain what the phenomena
was, or how it happened. The origin of these holes is left to
your own imagination, but the most logical explanation must be
attributed to the Indians. Some visitors pump the water out
of these holes with a boat pump to show the depth when taking
pictures. The holes are usually full of rain water with a few
green frogs around the edge that are, apparently, well fed on
insects and mosquito larva.

The Otter Lake narrows are at the North-East corner of Lake
Weslemkoon. #W-.en entering the narrows from Lake Weslemkoon,
stay near the right side, turning left and then right to clear
the large rock in the center of the channel. After passing the
rock, keep near the right side and go straight ahead into Otter
Lake. After entering Otter Lake, go straight ahead and pass
midway between the blinker buoy on the underwater rock shelf

on the right and Island (15), C-onoco Lodge, on the left. Uon-
tinue on past Camp Genesee QBO) bearing left along the West
shore, and passing #22 and 723 to the shore at the Pot Holes.
Punts can be beached at the Pot Holes but other types of boats
should be tied up alongside a log with bow and stern lines,
parallel to the shore.

Arter disembarking, follow the trail leading to the top of the
big rock promontory. This is a dandy place to go on a picnic
and an interesting place for rock-hounds. There is a small
grassy meadow just south of the Pot Holes with a gradually
sloping rocky area beyohd. In the North-West corner of this
area is a large rock that is grey on the outside. A4t sometime
in the past, the entire face of this rock has been cleaved off

and, although it is gradually being covered by lichens, it
will be seen that the entire rock is Pink Granite.
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The Pot Holes

It is of interest to know that many rocks having 2 drab grey
appearance on the outside, when broken, reveal many colors
and patterns on the inside; including veins of ckear or
opaque quartz.

Tris is also an ideal place for taking pictures and coloured
slides. Place your subjects near the rim of the rock North
of the Pot Holes and, facing inland. Facing the lake, go
inland a sufficient distance to center your subjects in the
viewfinder so that the small island offshore and the lake are
in the background, with a2 strip of sky at the top, then snap
the shutter. This makes an excellent color picture when the
subjects are wearing colourful clothing and is a nice memento
for guests who visit the Lake.

Jdohn M, Stull

Mr., K. T, Nicol

e were very sorry to hear that K, T. Nicol, a longtime
resident of the Lake and member of the Ancient and Cockeyed
Crder of Loons, died suddenly on December 28th, 1870.

SAFETY IIRST

As the season approaches, we hasten to remind everyone that
Buoys and Markers ire put there as navigational aids and it
should not be assumed that their absence indicates deep or
safe water. Likewise, the Association Map is, primarily,

for identific-tion of cottages and it should not be assumed
that the absence of detail on the map indicates a safe channel.
Until you know the lake thoroughly, you should proceed with

caution at all times.

DIRECTORS' MiIBETING

The winter Directors' leeting was held on J:uuary 30th, 1972,
at Grahame Richards home in Burlington with 11 out of 15
directors accounted for -- fred Inglis all the way from
Saskatoon! This Newsletter is the direct result of that meet-
ing and we are very fortunate  to have this group of busy,
fellow campers who are so vitally interested in our lake.

Many thanks to !Mr. & Mrs. Richards for their gracious hospitality
and delicious lunch.
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NOTICE PAGE

For Rent: Large cottage for the 1972 summer season
- on Blackduck Island, located near the
"battlegrounds™, at the entrance to Otter
Lake. Three bedrooms, large living room,
boat house, etc.

For details contact:

Mr. Ian Sine,
34 3t Andrews Rd.,
chrborougg@ﬁ. 'Phone: 293-9459

or Mr. Don Mackenzie,
204 Aberdeen Ave.,
Peterborough. 'Phone: 742-9515

For Sale: OCamp 7425 - Fully equipped cottage, Sleeping
T~ C(Cabin and Boathouse.

For details contact:

Mr. C. Noble,
133 Princess Anne Cres.,
Islington.
'Phone: 231-9149

Something new has been added! Items of interest or notice of
articles for sale or for rent will be acczapted for this
page - approximately 25 words. Deadline lMay 24th.

'




